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Abstract: This research paper presents a critical analysis of the third canto, titled Samvegot-
pattih (The Origin of Disquiet), of Asvaghosa’s epic Buddhacaritam through the lens of classical
Sanskrit poetics. Serving as the turning point of the epic, this canto vividly depicts Prince
Siddhartha’s spiritual awakening and subsequent detachment (vairagya) upon encountering the four
great signs: an old man, a diseased person, a corpse, and an ascetic. Methodologically, this study
employs descriptive, analytical, and comparative frameworks, drawing from primary texts and clas-
sical treatises like Dandin’s Kavyadarsa and Visvanatha’s Sahityadarpana. The paper evaluates
how the canto fulfills epic conventions (mahakavyalaksana) through descriptions of the city, royal
highways, and the curiosity of citizens. Furthermore, it examines Asvaghosa’s aesthetic synthesis of
the Santa (tranquil) and Karuna (pathetic) sentiments, alongside his philosophical integration of
Buddhist concepts like the Four Noble Truths (Aryasatya) and impermanence (Ksanikavada), prov-
ing its timeless literary and social relevance.
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