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Abstract: Kalidasa’s Abhijianasakuntalam is an unparalleled masterpiece of Sanskrit litera-
ture, in which love, humanity, morality, and a profound sense of duty are harmoniously integrated.
This article examines the ideal nature of duty-consciousness and its contemporary relevance as re-
flected in Abhijiianasakuntalam. Particular attention is given to the conflicts and harmonies between
personal desire and social, moral, and familial obligations as manifested through the actions, deci-
sions, and inner struggles of the principal characters. The conflict between King Dusyanta’s royal
duties and personal emotions, Sakuntala’s love, self-respect, and familial responsibilities, and Sage
Kanva’s harmonious reconciliation of paternal affection with the duties of the hermitage reveal dif-
ferent dimensions of duty-consciousness.

In the play, duty is not presented merely as an external social obligation; rather, it is closely
associated with an individual’s moral consciousness, self-restraint, sense of responsibility, and com-
mitment to the greater good. Through the inner conflicts of his characters, Kalidasa demonstrates
that rising above personal desires and fulfilling one’s duties with sincerity constitutes an important
foundation of moral excellence in human life. From this perspective, the concept of duty presented in
Abhijiianasakuntalam remains highly relevant to contemporary society. The values of responsibility
towards the individual, family, society, and state, together with morality, self-discipline, mutual re-
spect, and human compassion, can offer meaningful guidance in addressing various challenges of
modern life. Thus, Abhijiianasakuntalam is not merely a timeless love story, it is also a profound
philosophical and ethical text that embodies enduring ideals of duty, morality, and human values.
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