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Abstract: Among the six orthodox (Astika) schools of Indian philosophy, Mimamsa is distinctly

celebrated as the critical system of hermeneutical inquiry. Derived from the root man (HI), the term

Mimamsa signifies a revered or systematic deliberation (piijita-vicara). Within this methodology of
rigorous analysis, the concept of injunctive statement (vidhi) serves as a foundational instrument.
The operation of vidhi is prominently evident across both branches: Piurva-mimamsa and Uttara-
mimamsa (Vedanta).

In Uttara-mimamsa, or the inquiry into Brahman, the functional application of vidhi is notably
deliberated upon in the classical scriptural injunction of the Maitreyi-Brahmana from the
Brhadaranyakopanisad: “The Self, my dear, should indeed be realized, it ought to be heard, reflect-
ed upon, and meditated upon” (atmd va are drastavyah srotavyo mantavyo nididhyasitavyah, 2.4.5).
The critical issue of inquiry centers on how hearing (Sravana), contemplation (manana), and medi-
tation (nididhyasana) are to be undertaken, and specifically, whether an operative injunction (vidhi)
applies to these contemplative steps.

On this hermeneutical dilemma, notable divergence of views exists among various preceptors
within Advaita Vedanta, as meticulously cataloged in the Siddhantalesasamgraha of Acarya Appay-
ya Diksita. A pronounced divergence emerges between the Bhamati and Vivarana traditions. While
the Vivarana school advocates that the scriptural injunction regarding sravana and related practices
constitutes a restrictive injunction (niyama-vidhi), proponents of the Bhamati school reject the ap-
plicability of any formal injunction whatsoever to these contemplative processes. This study presents
a concise, critical evaluation of this debate.

Keywords: Niyama-vidhi, Parisankhya-vidhi, Apirva-vidhi, Bhamati-prasthana, Vivarana Tra-
dition.
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