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Abstract: This research paper critically examines the dialectical inquiry into the locus (asraya) of igno-
rance (avidyd) as expounded by Sri Sankaracarya in his commentary on the second verse of the thirteenth
chapter (Ksetra-ksetrajiia-vibhaga-yoga) of the Srimad Bhagavad Gita. While elucidating the fundamental
identity between the individual knower (Ksetrajiia) and the Supreme Consciousness, the Bhasyakara addresses
the dialectical challenge concerning whose possession ignorance truly is.

Adopting a rigorous dialectical method of objection and resolution (purvapaksa-siddhanta), the study
demonstrates that avidya can neither reside in the self-luminous, unattached Pure Consciousness (Cit / Atman)
nor in the insentient non-Self (andatman). The paper explores the fundamental untenability of questioning the
locus of avidya, showing that attempting to know the relation between the knower and ignorance through an
external observer leads to an infinite regress (anavastha). Ultimately, because the Self'is eternally self-evident,
immediate (nityaparoksa), and strictly the subject (jiiata) rather than an object of knowledge (jiieya), any onto-
logical relation between the Self and avidya is unprovable (apramanika). The inquiry establishes that avidya is
merely an apparent superimposed appearance devoid of ultimate reality.
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