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Abstract: This study examines the socio-cultural conceptualization of caste and marginalized
communities beyond the orthodox fourfold varna framework in Vedic and Puranic literature. Textual
analyses of the Manusmriti, the Mahabharata, and major Puranas demonstrate that frontier and non
-conforming tribes were not regarded as fundamentally alien populations. Instead, traditional au-
thorities contextualized them through theories of mixed lineage (varna-samkara) or social degrada-
tion (vratya) resulting from lapses in prescribed ritual sacraments like the Gayatri initiation. Fur-
thermore, Puranic cosmological cartography—spanning Jambudvipa’s nine varshas to outer insular
continents (dvipas)—consistently projected variants of the fourfold social order into mythic realms,
distinguishing the ritual and moral agency of Bharatavarsha as the preeminent karmabhumi. By syn-
thesizing canonical injunctions with cosmic geography, this research illustrates how ancient Indian
theorists systematically integrated peripheral groups into a comprehensive social continuum defined
by degree of adherence to Sanskritic rites.
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