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Abstract: In ancient India, agriculture formed the foundation of economic development. Although discus-
sions on agriculture are found in Vedic literature, one of the important Sanskrit texts dealing specifically with
agricultural practices is the Krsi-Pardasara, composed by the Risi Parasara. The text contains descriptions of
various aspects of agriculture, including agricultural practices, rainfall, soil preparation, the construction and
use of the plough, seed preservation, seed planting, sowing, respect for animals, harvesting, and crop storage.
The present text contains a total of 243 verses. There are differences of opinion among scholars regarding the
author, date of composition, and final recension of the text.

On the other hand, contemporary agricultural practices depend upon soil testing, improved seeds, irriga-
tion technologies, chemical and organic fertilizers, integrated pest management, climate-resilient varieties,
and information-technology-based precision. This research paper presents a comparative study of the princi-
pal characteristics of agricultural knowledge as described in the Krsi-Parasara and contemporary agricultur-
al practices. In this research paper, the verse numbering has been followed according to the edition edited by
Girija Prasanna Majumdar and Suresh Chandra Banerji and published by the Asiatic Society in 1960.

Keywords: Krsi-Parasara, ancient agricultural practices, seed preservation, seed sowing, transplanta-
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