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Abstract: Ancient Indian Ayurveda had reached immense heights. Beyond its core eight branch-
es (Astanga), several subsidiary texts were composed for non-human living beings, among which
Vrksayurveda (botany or plant science) is most prominent. Meaning "Ayurveda for trees," it reflects
the profound ancient understanding of plant life. While modern botany recently recognized life in
plants, ancient Vedic and post-Vedic literatures detailed their anatomical features, photosynthesis,
locomotion, and faculties of vision, sensation, and hearing.

Furthermore, the descriptions of plant care, garden layouts, and the therapeutic treatment
(Taru-cikitsa) and conservation of diseased trees are astonishing. Although a continuous textual lin-
eage (Parampara) is missing, these invaluable insights are scattered across the Vedas and consoli-
dated in three core texts: Sarngadhara's 'Upavanavinodah', Surapala's 'Vrksayurvedah', and Pandi-
ta Cakrapani Misra's 'Visvavallabhah Vrksayurvedah'. However, outside of these three main books,
the discussion of this issue can be seen scattered in several books. One such book is Koutilyas Ar-
thasastra. In the second chapter of this book, the discussion of Krsikarma and Vrksayurvedah can be
seen. Researching Vrksayurveda thus resembles the arduous task of weaving a garland by knotting
together broken threads.

Keywords: Vrksayurvedah, Astanga Ayurveda, Koutilya, Arthasastra, s ta dhyaksa, Krsikarma.
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