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Abstract: This study examines the philosophy of Lalan Fakir within the socio-historical context
of nineteenth-century Bengal and explores its implications for contemporary society and education.
The study particularly focuses on the social inequalities, caste hierarchy, religious divisions, cultur-
al transformations, and colonial economic changes that shaped nineteenth-century Bengal. Employ-
ing a qualitative, historical-interpretive, and philosophical-hermeneutic approach, the study anal-
yses selected Lalan songs and relevant scholarly literature through thematic textual analysis and
source triangulation. The findings indicate that Lalan’s philosophy was deeply connected with the
lived realities of his time. His emphasis on humanity, caste critique, religious inclusiveness, love,
self-realisation, and experiential knowledge constituted a vernacular and humanistic response to
prevailing social and religious divisions. The study further demonstrates that Baul culture func-
tioned as an alternative vernacular knowledge tradition in which oral transmission, guru—disciple
learning, embodied experience, self-inquiry, and moral reflection played significant roles. Lalan’s
songs therefore transcended their spiritual and musical dimensions to become expressions of social
criticism and human-centred ethical thought. In contemporary education, his philosophy offers sig-
nificant possibilities for promoting human dignity, social inclusion, religious harmony, critical
thinking, value education, and cultural pluralism. The study concludes that Lalan may be understood
not merely as a mystic poet but as an important representative of Bengal’s vernacular intellectual
tradition and a significant resource for developing humane and inclusive educational perspectives.
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