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Abstract: Kalidasa’s Meghadiitam stands as a quintessential masterpiece of Vipralambha
Srigara (love in separation) in Sanskrit Khandakavya literature. Serving as the primary aesthetic
sentiment (Angi-rasa), this separation is masterfully sustained through the exclusive use of the Man-
dakranta meter, whose somber cadence is universally recognized as fitting for exile (pravasa-
vyasana). The text portrays steadfast, restrained love enriched by appropriate gunas, alarikaras,
ritis, and subtle spiritual motifs honoring deities like Siva and Skanda.

Framed within the classical poetics of Mammata’s Kavyaprakasa and Visvanatha’s Sahit-
yadarpana, this paper offers an illustrative analysis of the definitions, classifications, and practical
application of Vipralambha Srigara. It critically examines the psychological and poetic manifesta-
tions of the ten stages of love-longing (Kamadasas)—from longing (abhildsa) to anxious contempla-
tion (cinta)—as mirrored in the exiled Yaksa’s condition. Ultimately, the study highlights how
Kalidasa harmonizes classical aesthetic theory with profound human sensitivity.

Keywords: Kalidasa, Meghadiitam, Vipralambha Srigara, Pravasa-vipralambha, Sapaja-
vipralambha, Kamadasa, Yaksa
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