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Abstract: Rasa theory is one of the most widely discussed and significant components of San-
skrit Alankarasastra. All the rhetoricians have discussed the concept of rasa in their respective
works. Among these rhetoricians, the present study focuses on two Alankarikah. There is a differ-
ence of opinion among the rhetoricians regarding the number of rasas. Some consider there to be
eight rasas, some nine rasas, and others ten rasas. However, all the rhetoricians have discussed the
characteristics and definition of rasa.

One of them is the twelfth-century rhetorician Jayadevacarya, whose work on Alankarasastra is
the Chandralokah. The other is the sixteenth-century rhetorician SrT Kesava Misra, whose work on
Alankarasastra is the Alankarasekharah. The principal subject of my research is to examine the dis-
cussions of the characteristics of rasa presented by these two rhetoricians and to determine which of
the two treatments is more comprehensive and why.

Keywords: Alankarikah, Rasah, Alankarasastram, Rasalaksanam, Sahrdayah, Chandralokah,
Alankarasekharah.
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