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Abstract: This research paper presents a comprehensive historical and theoretical discourse on
the evolution, essential nature (svariipa), and diverse perspectives of alankdaras (figures of speech)
in Sanskrit poetics (Alankarasastra). Tracing their primordial roots from Vedic literature and epics
to the formative treatise of Bharatamuni’s Natyasastra, the study examines the progressive concep-
tual shifts articulated by seminal rhetoricians across distinct literary epochs. It analyzes early for-
malist formulations by Bhamaha, Dandin, and Udbhata, structural categorizations by Vamana and
Rudrata, and the profound paradigm shift initiated by Anandavardhana, wherein ornaments transi-
tioned into spontaneous auxiliaries subservient to aesthetic sentiment (rasa). Furthermore, the syn-
thesis formulated in later masterworks—notably Mammata’s Kavyaprakasa, Visvanatha’s Sahit-
vadarpana, and Panditaraja Jagannatha’s Rasagangadhara—is critically appraised. Ultimately, the
paper highlights how alankaras transcend mere verbal embellishment, functioning as vital stylistic
instruments that heighten poetic charm (camatkara), enrich figurative meaning, and actualize sub-
lime aesthetic relish.
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