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Abstract: Jaina literature represents one of the richest, linguistically diverse, and historically
significant literary traditions of the Indian subcontinent. It is not merely confined to spiritual doc-
trines; rather, it serves as a crucial socio-economic and cultural nexus of ancient and medieval In-
dia. This paper critically examines the antiquity, linguistic evolution, canonical traditions, and eco-
nomic significance of Jaina narrative literature. Tracing its roots from early oral traditions, Vedic
parallels, and the codification of Prakrit Agamic texts through the councils of Pataliputra and Val-
labhi, this study highlights how Jaina seers and dcaryas deliberately embraced Ardhamagadhi, Pra-
krit, and Apabhramsa over Sanskrit to democratize knowledge for the masses. This linguistic democ-
ratization subsequently laid the foundational groundwork for modern vernacular languages such as
Hindi, Gujarati, Rajasthani, Marathi, Kannada, and Tamil.

Drawing upon evidence from both canonical texts (DaSavaikalika Siitra, Acaranga,
Sutrakrtanga) and post-canonical or non-canonical narratives and commentaries (Samardiccakaha,
Kuvalayamalakaha, Upamitibhavaprapaiicakatha, Parisistaparvan, and Trisastil-
aksanamahapurana), the paper analyzes the structural taxonomy of literary narratives categorized
into dharmakathd, arthakatha, kamakatha, and misrakathd, emphasizing the moral agency of sat-
katha in social reform. Beyond literary analysis, this research unearths vital historical evidence re-
garding the contemporary agrarian economy, including advanced irrigation technologies like the
araghatta (Persian wheel), crop diversity (such as sali rice, wheat, and sugarcane), and sophisticat-
ed textile industries (kauseya, ksauma, amsuka). Ultimately, the study demonstrates how the cardinal
doctrine of ahimsa impelled the mercantile (vaisya) community to transition away from agrarian
pursuits toward trade, commerce, and usury, thereby fundamentally altering post-Gupta social strat-
ification and caste dynamics in early medieval India.

Keywords: Jaina Literature, A_gama, Samardiccakahda, Araghatta, Prakrit Language, Socio-
Economic Transformation, Satkatha, Ahimsa.
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