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Abstract: Purulia is a culturally diverse district of West Bengal. The coexistence of various
tribal and ethnic communities in this district is reflected in its multifaceted folk culture. Folk deities
are intimately interwoven with the religious beliefs, rituals, festivals, and everyday lives of the rural
scheduled communities in this religion. The worship ceremonies, devotive offerings (manat), vows
(vrata), village fairs, folk songs, folklore, and folk dances centered around these deities form an inte-
gral part of the religious life and cultural heritage of the rural folk. This paper explores the role of
folk deities among the marginalized rural scheduled communities of Purulia district, examining their
religious faith, ritualistic practices, and the profound influence of these deities on their cultural life.
Additionally, it analyzes how communal harmony, participation across diverse religious groups, and
cultural inheritance are nurtured around the veneration of these folk deities. Furthermore, the study
addresses the contemporary transformations witnessed within this folk deity-centric culture in the
wake of modernization, urbanization, and evolving lifestyles.
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