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Abstract: This paper examines the linguistic heritage, contemporary endangerment, and ongo-
ing revival of the Bhumij language—an Austroasiatic Munda tongue—among the tribal population
in Purulia, West Bengal. Once vibrant, the language now faces acute vulnerability due to linguistic
hegemony, socio-economic migration, lack of state patronization, and shifting community attitudes.
In response to this existential threat, the Bhumij community has spearheaded a grassroots resur-
gence across blocks like Kashipur, Puncha, and Bandwan by establishing indigenous schools named
Ol Onol Akhra. The study highlights the development of the native Ol Onol script (devised in 1995
from traditional ritual motifs), phonological properties comprising 61 phonemes, fundamental gram-
matical structures across tense, gender, number, and person, along with basic lexical inventories.
Ultimately, it emphasizes that sustained linguistic survival requires institutional recognition, mother
-tongue schooling, livelihood integration, and proactive collective community stewardship.

Keywords: Bhumij Language, Ol Onol Script, Language Endangerment, Purulia Tribal Herit-
age, Linguistic Revitalization.
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“The Bhumij speakers of Orissa claim that Mundari and Bhumij speech are closely relat-
ed. Since there is mutual intel-ligibility between these two and since they are socially accept-
ed as dialects of the same language, they may be considered as dialects. There are, however,
many differences between them at the phonetic, phonological and grammatical levels.”
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“Bhumij has 61 sounds of which, 20 are vowels and 41 are consonants. The total number
of sounds of this language is not less comparatively though in certain places, the sounds are
very few.”
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