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Abstract: This paper presents a comprehensive study of Katha Dvadasa, a collection of twelve
Sanskrit stories by Tarapada Bhattacarya. It examines the major themes and literary features of the
collection, with particular emphasis on humour, satire, human psychology, love, and human values.
The study also explores the author’s synthesis of traditional Sanskritic elements with modern social
realities, along with his use of simple language and lively dialogue. The stories reveal social contra-
dictions, moral decline, selfishness, and human weaknesses through humour and satire, while also
highlighting compassion, sacrifice, and humanity. The paper demonstrates that Katha Dvadasa rep-
resents a significant contribution to modern Sanskrit short-story literature through its blend of so-
cial awareness, psychological insight, and literary artistry.
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