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Abstract: In the Atharvaveda, a woman is contextually designated as jaya, patni, vadhii, and
mata across hymns concerning marriage, domesticity, and progeny. Epithets such as grhapatni,
vasini, and samrajnt signify her domestic authority and honor, though not absolute proprietary or
political sovereignty. Concurrently, descriptions of the husband as grhapati and the wife as posya
reflect reciprocal duties of maintenance and reliance. While celebrated as the vital agent (kartri) in
procreation, the fruits of childbirth primarily extend the patriarchal lineage, with the physical bur-
dens of gestation borne uniquely by the mother.

Utilizing padapatha, grammatical analysis, ritual contexts (acara-prayoga), and modern inter-
pretations, this study resists reductionist binaries of autonomy versus subjugation. It comprehensive-
ly examines the woman's domestic status, labor, familial obligations, mutual dependence, and bodily
endurance, situating her lived reality within the complex relational dynamics of Vedic household life
(garhasthya).
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