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Abstract: This research paper explores the evolution, thematic diversity, and modernity of Kab-
igan, a prominent traditional folk performance of Bengal. Initially centered on mythological narra-
tives, divine eulogies, and feudal patronage marked by coarse eroticism (kheur), Kabigan underwent
significant transformations across different historical eras. Tracing its trajectory through the nine-
teenth and twentieth centuries, the study demonstrates how luminaries such as Haru Thakur,
Ramesh Shil, and notably Bijoy Sarkar steered the genre away from vulgarity toward intellectual,
refined, and humanistic expressions. Modern Kabigan absorbed secular themes, sociopolitical
awareness, the anti-colonial struggle, partition trauma, and subaltern realities, while integrating
Arabic, Persian, and English vocabularies alongside indigenous idioms. By bridging sacred mysti-
cism with mundane human struggles, Kabigan discarded archaic constraints to mirror dynamic so-
cietal shifts. Consequently, the paper underscores that Kabigan’s gradual modernization—reflected
in its thematic broadening, stylistic refinement, and ethical depth—solidifies its enduring vitality in
Bengali literature and folklore.
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