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Abstract: Gatraharidra or Gaye Halud (turmeric ceremony) is an essential folk ritual in Benga-
li wedding traditions, historically anchored in women'’s collective oral musical performance. Beyond
ceremonial celebration, these folk songs articulate women’s lived realities, emotional landscapes,
kinship ties, and gender disparities. This study examines their historical and socio-cultural signifi-
cance, analyzing how contemporary forces—urbanization, commercialization, and Bollywood cul-
ture—have reshaped their performance practices. Employing qualitative ethnographic methods and
fieldwork across selected rural and urban locales of Murshidabad district, West Bengal, the re-
search reveals an acute displacement of traditional nuptial melodies by Hindi film tracks, DJs, and
stage-driven entertainment. This shift has disrupted intergenerational oral transmission, diminished
youth engagement, and marginalized traditional female singers. Demonstrating that this sonic tran-
sition reflects broader socio-economic mutations, the paper emphasizes the urgent need for system-
atic documentation, digital archiving, and educational outreach to preserve this living folklore herit-
age.
Keywords: Gatraharidra, Gaye Halud, Haldi Ceremony, Bollywoodization, Ethnography,
Murshidabad, Cultural Evolution.
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the idea of registering the wedding. These religions valued the textual over the oral. Now the
world considers registering and documenting marriages a necessary secular practice.”’® @i
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